


 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SCARAB OF 
SHESHONQ I 
in Gallery 13 
• Look closely at the front of this object. What do you see? 

• Notice the carved lines for the wings and legs. This 
amulet is of a scarab, or dung beetle, a symbol for 
renewal and rebirth in ancient Egypt. 

• Now look at the back. These are cartouches of the 
pharoah Sheshonq I. A cartouche is an oval shape 
with heiroglyphs, or characters of the ancient Egyptian 
writing system. 

• The amulet to the right at the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem. Notice the 
similarities. It has a cartouche of the 
same pharoah. 

• Egyptian amulets were personal objects like a charm, 
which were thought to provide magical protection or 
certain powers. 

• The hole in the center suggests it was strung into a 
necklace or ring and worn by the living or buried with 
the dead. Look for holes in other objects in this case. 
How many can you fnd?  

• Draw a picture of your own amulet design. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SQUEEZE 
BY KEN PRICE 
in Gallery 12 

• What colors do you see? 

• Look closely at the texture on the surface. If you 
could touch this sculpture, what would it feel like? 

• If you could rename this work, what title would 
you give it? 

• Notice the shape of the sculpture. It is both 
organic (shapes that represent living things) and 
abstract. Try drawing the sculpture from two 
diferent positions. 

• The artist Ken Price molds each sculpture from 
clay and fred it in a kiln. Once hardened, he 
painted numerous layers of diferent colors and 
then sanded the form, revealing colors beneath. 
The overall efect is shimmery and colorful. 

• What does the sculpture remind you of? As a 
surfer, Price was inspired by the ocean and rocks 
of diferent shapes. 





 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

RED DURANGO 
BY SEAN SCULLY 
in Gallery 12 
• How many lines do you see? 

• Zoom in on the paint. Notice the texture that the 
paint brush created. 

• Artists often paint on canvas, a heavy fabric usually 
stretched over a wood frame. Look at the edges of 
the painting. Here you can see the canvas without 
paint. 

• Now look closely at the colors in the painting. How 
would you describe them? What do they remind you 
of? 

• The artist Sean Scully was inspired by landscape 
and architecture. This painting is named after 
Durango, a state in Mexico with forests, mountains, 
and desert. What do you see in this painting that 
makes you think of these environments? 

• What colors and shapes come to mind when you 
think about your favorite place? Try drawing a 
picture of your place using only colors, shapes, and 
lines. 





 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 •

MATER DOLOROSA 
(THE SORROWING VIRGIN) 
in Gallery 15 

• Look closely at the expression on the fgure’s face. 
What emotion do you see? Notice her hands. 
What is she doing? 

• This Spanish sculpture called the Mater Dolorosa 
is an image from the Christian religion of 
Mary weeping over the death of her son Jesus. 
Sculptures such as this one decorated churches 
or home altars and were occasionally carried in 
processions through the streets. 

• A variety of materials were used to make this 
sculpture. See if you can fnd glass, ivory, wood, 
fabric, and paint. It originally had tears made of 
crystal. 

• There are only a few painted-on strands of hair. 
What materials could have been used to look like 
hair? 

• Find another work of art in the museum made out 
of multiple materials. 





 

  

 

 

  

 

INCOMING TIDE ON THE 
NORTHUMBERLAND COAST 
BY WILLIAM BELL SCOTT 
in Gallery 12 
• What part of the painting frst catches your eye? 

• What is one word you would use to describe this 
painting? 

• What colors do you see? The artist uses mostly 
secondary colors (purple, green, and orange). 
Secondary colors are made by mixing two primary 
colors together (red, yellow, and blue). Where do you 
see secondary colors? 

• Zoom in on the rocks. What do you notice about the 
lines or brush marks? 

• This painting is of ocean waves on the coast of 
Northumberland, a region in Great Britian. The 
artist William Bell Scott was associated with the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood, a group of artists whose 
style of painting included vivid colors and an extreme 
attention to detail. 

• Compare this landscape to other landscape paintings 
in this room. How are they diferent? Which landscape is 
your favorite and why? 





 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CANAL BRIDGE 
BY JACK B. YEATS 
in Gallery 14 

• Stand back from this painting. What do you see? 

• Now move closer. What’s diferent? 

• Look closely at the brush strokes. Where do you see 
short and long lines? Big or thin? What directions do 
they go? 

• Imagine you are standing in this scene. What else 
would you see that is not included? What would you 
hear? Or smell? 

• The artist’s favorite subjects were scenes of the 
circus, horse races, and Ireland’s landscpe. 

• FUN FACT: Jack Yeats won a silver medal at the 1924 
Summer Olympic games for his painting The Lifey 
Swim. From 1912 to 1948, art competitions were held 
at the Olympics for art inspired by sports. 

• Look for other paintings in this gallery with 
interesting brush strokes. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING CAPE 
(ISIKOTI) 
in Gallery 16 

• Beadwork is one of the oldest art forms in Africa. 
Beads were frst made of organic materials such 
as shells or bone. These beads are made of glass. 
Look closely at the beads and how they are sewn 
together. 

• The beads also vary in color and size. How many 
diferent sized beads do you see? 

• This is a wedding cape meant to be worn by a 
woman on her wedding day. The woman’s relatives 
make the strips of beads that compose the cape, 
incorporating diferent colors and patterns. 

• Look at the diferent designs on each strip. Which 
one is your favorite? 

• See if you can fnd the houses, letters, and numbers. 
This decoration is unusual on this type of garment. 

• Select one pattern on the cape and create a 
drawing of the repeating shapes and colors. 
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